THE PROCESS OF AVATARHOOD

-does not draw an inexorable line between the being
and nature of the Divine and our human being and
nature; it is the sense of the divine in humanity. But
still the Vibhuti is not the Avatar; otherwise Arjuna,
Vyasa, Ushanas would be Avatars as well as Krishna,
even if in a less degree of the power of Avatarhood.
The divine quality is not enough; there must be the
inner consciousness of the Lord and Self governing
the human nature by his divine presence.  The
heightening of the power of the qualities is part of the
becoming, bhutagrdma, an ascent in the ordinary
manifestation; in the Avatar there is the special mani-
festation, the divine birth from above, the eternal and
universal Godhead descended into a form of individual
humanity, atmdnam srjdmi, and conscious not only
behind the veil but in the outward nature.

There is an intermediary idea, a more mystical
view of Avatarhood which supposes that a human soul
calls down this descent into himself and is either
possessed by the divine consciousness or becomes an
effective reflection or channel of it. This view rests
upon certain truths of spiritual experience.  The
divine birth in man, his ascent, is itself a growing of
the human into the divine consciousness, and in its
intensest culmination is a losing of the separate self in
that. The soul merges its individuality in an infinite
and universal being or loses it in the heights of a
transcendent being; it becomes one with the Self, the
Brahman, the Divine or, as it is sometimes more
absolutely put, becomes the one Self, the Brahman, the
Divine. The Gita itself speaks of the soul becoming
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